JUDGING HOUSEHOLD PETS
A guide for judges
JUDGING CRITERIA

Household Pets (HPs) cover both Non Pedigrees and Pedigree Pets and are not judged to any particular standard of points as in the pedigree world, rather they are considered on temperament, condition, grooming and character. It is not, as some think, purely a “beauty contest”! An ideal household pet is an outgoing and friendly cat, preferably purring, but at any rate happy to be at the show. Some slight nervousness is acceptable as many HPs may be attending for the first time, and also some cats prefer to be cuddled whilst others prefer their feet firmly on the trolley! A judge should consider the cat in and out of the pen, in their arms and on the trolley, some are happier in, others out, whatever, the overall impression should be of a happy cat. Characters vary, some are outgoing and “in your face”, others are just laid back lumps, some are lively and wriggly, others are posers or are inquisitive. All should be considered equally, only a clearly extremely terrified or aggressive cat should be disregarded. 

A household pet should also be in peak condition and should have a clean coat (some allowance may be made for seasonal moults, a small amount of “spontaneous show day dandruff” etc,) coats may, especially in the Pedigree Pet section, vary, some may be glossy & shiny, some dense and thick, some straight, some curly etc but all should be free from knots and tangles. The cat should have clear, bright eyes, clean ears and nose, clean feet and well trimmed claws. It should be neither too thin nor too fat, although again allowances should be made for age etc as, apart from younger kittens, these are all neutered pets and perhaps some weight differential is to be expected in older cats. 
The HP section is divided into 2 sub sections – Non Pedigrees and Pedigree Pets.

Cats in the Non-Pedigree section are  pure “moggies” and many of them are family pets with free access to the great outdoors and may not be used to being confined. Some may have battle scars (recent as well as ancient); one or two may well be growing fur back after operations, being spayed or blood tested.  Neither this nor a “cauliflower” ear, too short a tail, a missing limb, tail or eye or the "wrong" coloured eyes or poor tabby pattern etc should affect the result providing that the cat/kitten is in good condition, well prepared and has a good temperament (after allowing for first time nerves if necessary as specified earlier). 

“Pedigree Pets” are cats of full or suspected pedigree origin and appearance and may be genuine rescued pedigree cats, part pedigree cats, or pedigree cats that have some fault or other that precludes them being shown in the pedigree section such as mismarkings on a Ragdoll, an under or over shot jaw, a straight coat on a Rex breed, or the wrong eye colour in  other breeds etc. However, they are NOT to be judged as whatever breed they are, and, indeed, are never described as such in the judges book or catalogue, but should be judged to exactly the same criteria as the non-pedigree cats - temperament, condition, grooming and character.  The variety of different shapes, sizes, colours and coats can be confusing, some of the long-haired Rex breeds have Persian in their ancestry, are often mistaken for badly groomed Persians when, in fact, they are meant to have unruly curls and waves, the question to be answered is “curls and waves or knots and tangles?” If knots and tangles then it IS poorly groomed, but if just curls or waves, then it is probably a LH Rex. Similarly a “bald” Devon Rex may actually be a Spynx or vice versa, and hiding under a blanket for such a breed is normal, as they do feel the cold, so again this should not cause such a cat to be marked down provided it handles OK after being extricated from its burrow.
At the end of the day two or more cats may be equal on all the main criteria. In this case, and if there are absolutely no other grounds for separating them, judge’s preference comes into play and the winner is the cat the judge likes the best! This preference should, however, only be used in cases where cats are otherwise equal in the eyes of the judge and should NOT be the main criteria for judging.
Best Of Variety.
If a judge is asked to judge a Best of Variety (Non-Pediree or Pedigree Pet) then every cat notified to them as eligible is to be judged, except in the unlikely event of it being impossible to handle. If a judge has already handled the cats earlier in the show there is no need to take them out again if  the judge does not wish to, although as cats can behave differently later in the day some judges do get every cat out again, or may have a “short list” based on previous results and wish to get a select few out for a second look. If there are any cats on the list that have NOT previously been handled  by the BOV judge then it is important that these cats ARE taken out and assessed. A “walk past” the pen is NOT sufficient to fairly assess a cat’s suitability for BOV unless the cat has previously been handled by the judge.

Moving on from HOW to judge, the next important piece of information is WHAT to judge, ie what placings, awards, titles etc are available. 

CLASS STRUCTURE AND AWARDS
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CRITERIA FOR ALL CLASSES IS THE SAME – TEMEPERAMENT, CONDITION, GROOMING, PRESENTATION, CHARACTER. The higher the class the more you would want the cat to fit all criteria, for example, you may consider that a nervous, although not scared or aggressive,  cat is worthy of an MC or even a Grand but by the time you get to Imperial and above you are really looking for a more calm, confident and/or outgoing cat.

Before judging carefully check the title of the class you are judging and proceed as follows:- 

1. If it is for Imperial titled cats (Olympian class) then the awards are:- 1 Olympian (Oly), 2 Reserve (Res), then place 3rd, 4th and 5th cats.

2. Grand titled cats (Imperial class) or Master Cats (Grand class), then ONLY an award (Imp, Gr) plus a Reserve are given. There are no other places (3rd etc). 

In both of the above if there is a male / female split, (designated by an “a” and a “b” the winners each receive an award and are NOT to be judged against each other. This is exactly the same as in the equivalent pedigree classes.

3. The other classes are colour classes and are awarded 1st to 3rd (or 4th etc, depending on the show manager’s requirements). If the winner is considered worthy of a certificate then it should be indicated with the initials “MC” against the 1st placing. If both male and female are present (indicated by (a) & (b) classes), each winner, male AND female can be awarded an MC, BUT Best of Colour/Best In Class (BOC/BIC) can only be given to one cat in the class; EITHER the male OR the female and not to both. Again this is exactly the same as in the pedigree breed classes. NOTE. Best of Colour does NOT mean the cat with the best colour or pattern, BOC is the HP equivalent of BOB, therefore you are looking for the best cat against the judging criteria (SOP for pedigrees).
4. For all entries, please check carefully that the cats match their description and that they are entered in both the correct section (Non-Pedigree or Pedigree Pet) and the correct colour class. Any cat found to be wrongly entered should be reported to the show manager and then EITHER changed to the correct section and class, OR wrong coloured and disqualified, depending upon the judge’s and show manager’s discretion. Please note the following:

a. Cats entered as NON-PEDIGREE must be of TRADITIONAL MOGGY APPEARANCE. Pointed, smoke, shaded or tipped cats SHOULD NOT BE IN ANY OF THE NON-PEDIGREE COLOUR CLASSES WHATSOEVER.

b. All the colour classes in the Non-Pedigree and Pedigree Pet sections and their respective BOC / BIC are for cats both with AND without white. Please be aware that the Self colour classes include bi-colours.

c. all pointed cats MUST be entered in the AOC classes and NOT in the ones relating to the actual colour or pattern of their points. Regardless of breed or coat length, any cat with solid points (seal, blue, chocolate, lilac, red etc) should not be entered in the Self class, a tabby point should not be entered in the Tabby class and a tortie point should not be entered in the Tortie class. 

d. Ticked tabbies must be entered in AOC and not in the Tabby class.

e. Smoke, shaded and tipped cats must also be entered in AOC.

5. Check that ages are correct for the class. Like the pedigree section kittens are under 9 months old and adults are 9 months old and over. Kittens/cats should also be marked as neutered (MN or FN) if 6 months or over.

6. Please keep a note of cats judged and watch out for repeats. Unless a side class is factual or subjective e.g. Longest Tail, Most Handsome/ Prettiest, Best Groomed etc, then the placings must not be reversed. For example, if you give Cat A BOC/BIC over Cat B, or place it above Cat B in a title or Colour class, then Cat B should not be placed above cat A in a side class judged on the same criteria (temperament, condition, presentation and grooming) unless a marked and significant change in temperament for either cat has occurred during the day.

In summary, the system of judging and awarding titles is exactly the same as in the pedigree section albeit with different terminology and criteria. Cats in the pedigree section are judged on Standard of Points (SOP), whereas household pets, whether non-pedigree or pedigree pet are judged purely on temperament, condition, grooming and presentation. Allowances should not be made for pedigree temperament traits.

	Household Pet Section Terminology
	Pedigree Section Equivalent

	Colour class
	Breed class

	BOC (Best of Colour) or BIC (Best in Class)
	BOB (Best of Breed)

	MC (Master Cat certificate)
	CC / PC (Champion or Premier certificate)

	GMC (Grand Master Cat certificate)
	GrC / GrPR (Grand Champion or Premier certificate)

	IGMC (Imperial Grand Master Cat certificate)
	IGrC / IGPR (Imperial Grand Champion or Premier certificate)


REPORTS

Finally, it is important that after the show Household Pet judges submit their reports for publication on the GCCF website as do pedigree judges. This has to be done within 4 weeks of the show. Reports can be sent via email to judgereports@gmail.com or by post to GCCF Show Reports, The Old Manse, 96a Kingsway, Wellingborough, Northants. NN8 2PD. If judges cannot type the report on a computer, handwritten reports are accepted. It is extremely important that reports are submitted in line with the requirements for pedigree judges as HP exhibitors have, for the most part, paid exactly the same to enter their cats in the show as pedigree exhibitors have and deserve the same consideration. 
As with the pedigree judges reports MUST cover an absolute minimum of Olympian, Reserve, 3rd, 4th, 5th; Imperial & Reserve; Grand & Reserve; and ALL cats PLACED in the Colour classes. Cats in for BOC/BIC only are not required to be written up but it is very much appreciated by exhibitors if you do. As for side and club classes, these are again not required but exhibitors are again very grateful if you do and the judges who tend to get the most entries are those who have shown over time that they will also write up these classes. Some judges also write up every cat they have and whilst this is not a requirement, it IS the most appreciated and the most popular approach with exhibitors.
So what do you write? How much you write is, of course, up to you, your writing abilities, your dedication and your time but as a bare minimum it would be hoped that you would include a description of the cat -  its colour, coat, distinguishing features, eyes etc,  - plus how it handled, its temperament and why you placed it where you did. This can be a couple of lines to a long paragraph, it is up to you, but the better you describe a cat the more the exhibitor feels that you have taken the time and care to consider their cat fully and the more likely they will be to enter under you again. And the more exhibitors who enter under a judge, the more likely that judge is to be asked to judge again, and again, and again.  Any negative comments you feel the need to include should be brief and as kind as possible,  always try to think how you would feel seeing what you have written if it was your own cat being written about and try to word it gently and discreetly rather than too bluntly.
