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Title:

The name of the club shall be 'The Household Pet Cat Club Of Great Britain'. Hereafter known as the 'Club'.

Aims and Objectives:

a)
To be concerned with the welfare of all cats, whether they be non-pedigree or  
pedigree.

b)
To seek affiliation to the GCCF.

c)
To promote the exhibition of Household Pet cats, whether they be non-pedigree or 
pedigree.

d)
To stage and manage an annual show, in accordance with GCCF Rules, for both Non-Pedigree and Pedigree Household Pet cats.

e)
To promote the judging of Household Pets.
f)
To give encouragement and advice to our members to the best of our ability. 
Particularly novice exhibitors of Household Pets.

g)
To put the interests of all cats before those of personal gain.

RULES & REGULATIONS

1.  
Membership of Club:

a)
The Club shall consist of:


(i) 
Founder Members, that is to say Members who joined the Club on July 17th 

2011.


(ii)
Ordinary Members.


(iii)
Life Members.


(iv)
Honorary Members.

b)
An application for membership shall be made in writing on an official Club 
Membership Application Form and sent to the Membership Secretary with the 
relevant subscription fees. 

c)
Every prospective member shall give a signed promise to abide by the rules of the 
Club and those of the G.C.C.F.

d)
All applications for membership shall be considered by the Committee at the first 
opportunity and until that time applicants shall have all privileges of membership, 
except the right to vote.

e)
The Membership Secretary will notify the Applicant within 14 days of the  
Committee's decision. This notification will be either by e-mail, where possible, or by 
post.

f)
Membership applications may be accepted or rejected at the discretion of the 
Committee, which shall not be required to give any reasons for its decision.

g)
Honorary Membership may be granted by the Committee and every Honorary 
Member shall be entitled to the same privileges as paying members, except for the 
right to vote.

2.  
Disciplinary Procedure:

a)
If, in the opinion of the Committee, the conduct of any Member has been prejudicial 
to the welfare, breeding or exhibiting of cats, or is likely to prove injurious to the 
character, reputation or interests of the Club, the Committee may, after giving such a 
Member an opportunity to state his/her case in writing, determine either:


(i)
to suspend such a Member for such a period as it may see fit; or


(ii)
to expel such a Member from the Club.

b)
No such determination shall be made unless the Honorary Secretary has given to each 
Member of the Committee notice of the Committee meeting and of the business to be 
discussed thereat, such notice to be either e-mailed, where possible, or posted and to 
be given not less than 14 days before the date of the meeting. 

c)
Any Member so suspended or expelled shall have the right of appeal to a Special 
General Meeting and to attend and state his/her case thereat. He/she shall be 
reinstated if such an appeal is approved by a majority vote of those Members present 
and voting.

d)
Any Member suspended by the G.C.C.F. under article 12 of its constitution shall 
cease forthwith to be a Member of the Club. If, after expiration of the said suspension, 
he/she wishes to rejoin the Club he/she must re-apply to the Committee for
membership as provided for under section 1.b) of these Rules. Such an application 
will be treated as under section 1.d) of 
these Rules.

e)
The defrayment of costs of holding such a Special General Meeting shall be decided by a majority vote of those Members present and voting.

3.
Entrance Fees and Subscriptions:

a)
The subscriptions for new Members will include an initial joining fee payable on 
application. 






           b)
Member’s subscriptions are to be paid annually, thereafter, on 1st January. 

c)
The subscription fees to be reviewed by the Committee and Members at the Annual 
General Meeting or Special General Meeting. Approval will be by a majority vote of 
those Members present and voting.

d)
Membership shall be deemed to have lapsed if, after a reminder has been given, the subscription is not paid within three months of the renewal date, i.e. 1st April. Should this happen a new Membership Application Form must be completed as per Rule 1.b) and the subscription plus the joining fee be paid.
4.
Meetings:

a)
The Annual General Meeting (A.G.M.) shall be held on a date between the 1st March and the 30th April and at a place to be determined by the Committee. The Agenda for the meeting shall be circulated to all Members not later than 14 days before the meeting. Items to be included on the Agenda should be sent in writing to the Honorary Secretary no later than 1st February.

Copies of the examined statement of accounts for the preceding year ending 31st December (which shall have been approved by the Committee at the Committee meeting prior to the A.G.M.) will be circulated at the A.G.M. and are available on request. 

b)
A Special General Meeting (S.G.M.) shall be held whenever the Committee think it expedient, or whenever 20 Club Members, by individual demand in writing delivered to the Honorary Secretary, so request. Such a demand shall specify the exact business for which the meeting is required. Not less than 14 days notice of any S.G.M. shall be given. Defrayment of costs of such a meeting will be decided by a majority vote of those Members present and voting.

c)
The quorum for General Meetings shall be 15 Members and for a meeting of the Committee shall be 8. There should be at least 4 Officers present at any meeting.

d)
Every Member present shall have one vote, providing that in the case of an equality of 
votes the Presiding Officer shall have a 
second or casting vote. Voting by proxy shall 
not be allowed.

5. 
Committee and Officers

a)
The business of the Club shall be managed by a Committee consisting of the Officers - Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer and 10 Committee Members.

(i)
The President, Vice President, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer  if appointed, shall be nominated and elected by the Committee at the Committee meeting held immediately prior to the A.G.M. Term of office to be 5 years. Retiring Officers are eligible for re-election.

(ii)
The Membership Secretary, Show Manager, Assistant Show Manager, Awards Secretary, Welfare Officer and Website Manager shall be nominated and elected annually by the Committee at the Committee meeting held immediately prior to the A.G.M.

(iii)
The Committee Members shall be elected for a period of 3 years by ballot at 

the A.G.M. Should the Committee reach full complement i.e. 4 Officers and 

10 Committee Members, then each year 4 Committee Members must retire 

but shall be eligible for re-election.

 (iv)
Any Member of the Club wishing to be considered as a Committee Member must send their request in writing to the Honorary Secretary. Such a nominee must have been a Member of the Club for at least 6 months. All nominees to the Committee require a proposer and a seconder both of which must be in writing to the Honorary Secretary. If accepted by the Committee the nominee will be co-opted to the Committee until the next A.G.M. Until a co-opted Committee Member has been duly elected at the A.G.M. they have no voting rights.

(v)
Members elected to the Committee shall agree to serve on no more than two 

other cat club committees, and no other household pet committee. If any 

Member of the Committee fails to attend 3 consecutive meetings without 

reasonable explanation, he/she shall be deemed to have resigned.   


(vi)
Vacancies on the Committee may be filled by the Committee until the next 

A.G.M.


(viii)
All Officers and Members of the Committee shall be eligible for re-election.

b)
The Committee may appoint such sub-committees as it thinks necessary and may co-
opt Members to the Committee. These co-opted Committee Members to be Members 
of the Club or such persons whose expertise are specifically required. The 
Committee can appoint such Members at any time by a majority vote of the 
Committee present and voting. Such co-opted Committee Members shall serve until 
the end of the Clubs current year. A co-opted Committee Member has no voting 
rights.

c) 
The Committee shall have the power to make such by-laws to cover any matter 
arising in the management of the Club and to deal with any question not provided for 
by these Rules.                                                                                                               d)
The Honorary Secretary shall act under the direction of the Committee and shall, in 
consultation with the Chairman, be responsible between meetings for the conduct of 
the Club’s business.

e)
The Honorary Treasurer shall take charge of the funds and all receipts of the Club, 
pay all demands under authority of the Committee, and shall render a complete 
account at each A.G.M. and whenever required to do so by resolution of the 
Committee.


(i)
Payments out of funds of the Club shall be authorised by one signature for 

payments under £100 and two signatures for over £100. Signatures to be 

taken from the following Officers:- The Chairman, Honorary Treasurer 

and Honorary Secretary.


(ii)
The Financial Year of the Club shall end on the 31st December of each year 

to which date the accounts of the Club shall be balanced.

(iii)
An independent examiner of the Club’s accounts shall be appointed at the A.G.M. by a majority vote of the  Members present and voting.


(iv)
All monies will be deposited in the Club’s bank account(s).

6. 
Amendment of Rules:

a)
No New Rules shall be made, nor shall any rules be amended or rescinded, unless notice of the proposed change shall have been given on the Agenda of an A.G.M. Such proposals must receive the approval of at least two thirds majority of Members present and voting.

b)
Any rule change or addition to be discussed at the A.G.M. must be received by the 
Honorary Secretary by the 1st February prior to the A.G.M.

7.             Shows, Trophies and Prizes:

a)
The Club will aim to hold an 
annual show for both Non-Pedigree and Pedigree 
Household Pets to be held under GCCF Rules and Licence. This being dependant on a 
Show Licence being granted by the GCCF.

b)
The Committee shall decide which cat shows the Club shall offer their support to in the form of club classes.

c)
The Club may offer trophies, 
prizes and show support, at shows promoted by bodies 
other than themselves, but such trophies and prizes shall be competed for only by 
fully paid-up Members of the Club.

d)
The Club cannot hold itself responsible in any way for damage, loss or injury incurred 
by members, cat owners, any persons or cats at any function of the Club.

e)
All trophies must be returned to the Club, on request, in the condition they were given 
out. Failure to do so will be reported to the G.C.C.F.

f)
Trophies donated to the Club immediately transfer into the Club’s ownership.

8.
Dissolution of the Club:

a)
14 days notice of any proposal to wind up the Club shall be given in writing to all members and a S.G.M. shall be called to consider the question. If the motion to dissolve the club is confirmed by two thirds majority of Members present and voting the Club’s liabilities shall be discharged and any balance of funds shall be divided equally among all paid-up Members of the Club. Trophies shall be distributed to other Clubs at the discretion of the Committee. 

9.
Affiliation of the Governing Council of the Cat Fancy                                            a)
The Household Pet Cat Club Of Great Britain will seek affiliation to the Governing 
Council of the Cat Fancy. If this is granted the Council shall have disciplinary powers 
according to its Constitution over the Club and the Members thereof.

b)
Upon affiliation the Club shall seek representation at Council Meetings in the form of 
GCCF Delegate(s).


(i) 
Delegates shall be elected at the A.G.M. by a majority vote of those 


Members present and voting. Term of office to be 1 year but shall be 


eligible for re-election.


(ii)
Nominations for GCCF Delegate shall be in writing to the Honorary 


Secretary. Such a nominee must have been a Member of the Club for at 

least 6 months. All nominees require a proposer and a seconder, both of 

whom must be Club Members, which must be in writing to the Honorary 

Secretary. Such nominations to arrive no later than the 1st February prior to 

the A.G.M.


(iii)
No Member accepting nomination as a GCCF Delegate from the Club, shall 
accept nomination as a GCCF Delegate from any other club in the same 
year.


(iv)
In the case of the Club only being eligible to nominate one Delegate for 

Council a substitute Delegate may be elected to represent the Club in the 

event of the Delegate being unable to attend any Council meeting.


(v)
The substitute Delegate to be elected by the Committee and confirmed at 

the A.G.M. by a majority vote of the Members present and voting.


(vi)
Should the elected Delegate die, resign or otherwise vacate his/her seat on 

the Council the substitute Delegate shall take up the position and the 


Committee shall elect another substitute Delegate by way of a majority vote 

of Committee Members present and voting until the next A.G.M.

10.
Postal Votes:

a)
Postal votes may be used at certain times, at the Committee’s discretion.

b)
Any suggestion for a postal vote to be taken on particular issues may be put forward 
by Members for consideration by the Committee.
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